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As you know, Embrace’s mission is inspired by Christ’s 
invitation to care for those most in need. Please look at 
our exciting new five-year strategy Hope in Action. It 
describes how together with our partners, and with your 
support, we aim to transform lives in the Middle East. 

And do explore our new website. We’ve included some 
new features, as well as a new design. Read the Embrace 
blog, which provides insights into life in the Middle East 
beyond the media’s headlines. You can also try out the 
new Embrace prayer room – a place where we can come 
together to support one another, and our partners, in 
prayer. Partners tell us that your prayers are a source of 
strength and inspiration. It matters to them that people 
across the world are praying for them, as they face the 
challenges of life amidst conflict, exclusion, injustice and, 
now, Covid. 

Thank you to the many hundreds of you who listened to 
John McCarthy’s powerful, thought-provoking Embrace 
Annual Lecture. If you missed it, and want to catch up, or 
would like to share it with friends, it is available to watch on 
the website, along with John’s fascinating blog exploring 
the alienation of Israel’s Arab citizens. 

We hope that you are inspired by our Christian partners’ 
tireless work to see lives transformed and dignity restored 
for the most marginalised in their communities. Supporting 
their work to address ever-present and growing needs 
– for refuge, a home, for health care, for education, for 
justice and human rights – is a privilege, as well as our 
passionate commitment. Thank you so much for standing 
with Embrace and our partners in such uncertain and 
challenging times.

As we launch our new five-year plan, we give heartfelt 
thanks for all your generosity, 
loyalty and steadfast support.

Here’s to a better year ahead. 

Welcome
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The difference you’ve made

Giving children something to smile about 
At two years old, Yaron is a confident, smiling toddler 
who loves to play with his brothers and sisters.  
But Yaron did not have an easy start in life.

@FollowEmbrace 

Tim Livesey  
Chief Executive

Starved of oxygen at birth, he 
developed Cerebral Palsy. At first, 
Yaron’s family didn’t want to admit 
that he had a disability. In the West 
Bank, like many places in the Middle 
East, disability carries a stigma and 
children with disabilities and their 
families can face unfair treatment, 
isolation and embarrassment.

When, at nine months, Yaron was 
still struggling to sit up his parents 
made excuses for him. Family 
members thought Yaron was just 
trying to draw attention to himself. 
‘I made all possible excuses just to 
prevent myself admitting that my son 
was suffering from any disability or 
illness,’ said Jaleel, Yaron’s mother.

But, worried by his lack of 
progress, Yaron’s parents did 
seek a diagnosis and Yaron began 

receiving treatment through the 
mother empowerment and therapy 
programme, run by our partners 
at the Jerusalem Princess Basma 
Centre (JPBC). Since then, Yaron has 
made great progress. He can now 
sit and crawl and enjoys practising 
his therapy exercises and playing 
with his siblings.

When the lockdowns of Covid-19 
threatened to halt the work of 
the JPBC, they quickly developed 
a Virtual Care Model, providing 
services and consultations online, 
so that Yaron and the other children 
under their care could still get the 
treatment they needed.

‘I am very thankful for the 
continuous work of the JPBC 
team… Yaron has clearly 

improved and we can now 
build on this,’ says Jaleel. She 
believes his success will encourage 
other children and families in a 
similar situation to come forward 
and seek treatment, and she now 
highlights her son’s case. She hopes 
it will help change the negative 

attitudes towards children with 
disabilities and allow her son 
to flourish in society.

We want to say a big thank 
you to everyone who has 
already responded to 
our emergency appeal 
to support children with 
disabilities in the West 
Bank and keep the work of 
partners like JPBC going. 
Your donations mean families 
like Yaron’s can continue to 
access the treatment they 
need, despite the ongoing 
turmoil brought about by 
Covid-19.

Help more children  
like Yaron at 
embraceme.org/yaron

Travel with us on a seven-day journey of prayer and 
adventure. See first-hand the work of our partners and 
visit some of the Holy Land’s most iconic places, including 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee and Jerusalem. 

For more information contact Su McClellan: 
su.mcclellan@embraceme.org

Embrace Encounter Tour  
to Israel and Palestine
led by the Rt Revd Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester

Monday 14 - Monday 21 February 2022

7 days of prayer,  
wonder, challenge  
and adventure

£1285 per person
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Adapting to change
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This time last year Covid-19 was beginning to spread 
rapidly around the world, but few of us realised 
quite how big its impact would be. It’s been a time 
of uncertainty and isolation but it has also shown the 
importance of supporting one another. 

At Embrace, our ethos has always been one of 
partnership, both with our Christian brothers and sisters 
in the Middle East and with you, our generous and 
caring supporters. In this last year the strengths of those 
partnerships shone through.

Innovation in adversity

Food for the 
journey
Keen to help our 
Christian partners 

in Lebanon following 
the Beirut explosion, 

Levette Callander has compiled a 
book of stories and Middle Eastern 
recipes to sell to raise funds for 
Embrace. Inspired by the impact her 
journeys to the region had on her 
life, the book is a unique blend of 
recipes and personal tales of life-
changing journeys. ‘I’m not a runner 
or a mega walker but I wanted to do 
something,’ said Levette. A recipe 
book seemed the perfect project 
because, as Levette says, ‘food and 
hospitality is such an integral part of 
Middle Eastern life.’

Levette and her husband Douglas 
have been incredibly hardworking 
and dedicated supporters of 
Embrace since witnessing the 
conditions in Shatila refugee camp 
on a trip to Lebanon in the 1970s. 
‘We have a strong passion for social 
justice and don’t feel that we have 
the right to sit back and say that’s 
terrible. We have to do something.’

Taste & See will be 
published in April and 
can be purchased 
through our website 
for £15.

We’ve been humbled and inspired by your continued 
generosity and creativity throughout the last year.  
Despite the difficulties of lockdown, you have still given  
us your time and energy – often in unexpected and 
innovative ways. 

Breaking bread together 
From za’atar flatbread to moghli, the 
congregation of St Peter’s church in 
Edinburgh have been tucking into some 

tasty Lebanese treats thanks to Kristee’s 
Middle Eastern cookery afternoons. The idea 

came following the success of an online hot chocolate 
evening that raised over £700. Held via Zoom, this 

Your innovative fundraising work has 
been helping our Christian Partners 
in the Middle East adapt to the 
challenges caused by Covid-19. This 
means they can keep transforming 
lives across the region through 
projects such as the Life Schools, 
run by our partners Think and 
Do, which give women in rural 
Egypt a chance to improve their 
opportunities through education.

Despite the disruption caused 
by the pandemic, the Life School 
project was able to continue this 
year – with smaller class sizes and 
additional safety measures put 
in place – and were attended by 
180 women. Many, like 34-year-old Nailah, had missed out on a chance 
of education as a child or had dropped out of school early. ‘I didn’t go to 
school and I was very upset because I wished to be educated’, said Nailah. 
‘I heard about Think and Do Life School and I was very happy to join it… I 
wanted to be educated and not to be illiterate. I wanted to change myself.’

Run in three different villages in Upper Egypt, the schools offer a chance 
for women like Nailah to learn to read, write, count and master a skill 
such as sewing or hairdressing. It not only means that they improve their 
employment options or can go on to start their own business, but means 
everyday tasks like reading the 
instructions on a medicine 
packet or checking the 
cost of household bills 
are now simple for them. 
Many of Nailah’s fellow 
students say the school also 
helped improve their self-
confidence and made them 
more independent. 

‘I thank all the staff for the 
effort they made with us 
during the school time,’ said 
Nailah. To supplement the money 
her husband earns as a carpenter, 
Nailah has started her own hairdressing 
business using the skills she’s learnt at the 
Life School. She also now enjoys helping 
her three daughters with their school work 
– passing on the skills she’s learnt to the 
next generation.

Learning new skillsGoing the  
extra mile
Over a weekend in 
January, the Rural 

Parish of Ainsty in North 
Yorkshire celebrated the 

journey of the Magi with a sponsored 
cycle to Bethlehem. Everyone took 
part individually, logging the miles 
they had done on exercise bikes 
or cycling around their local area. 
Between them they clocked up 
the 3,227 miles needed to reach 
Bethlehem and, in the process, raised 
an incredible £650 for us! 

If you’d like to 
fundraise for 

Embrace please 
get in touch 
at events@

embraceme.org
Pilgrims together
Meanwhile, down in Wales, our faithful supporters 
David and Sue completed the Penrhys Pilgrimage 
Way, following the historic pilgrimage route 

between Llandaff Cathedral and Penrhys. After 
some restrictions due to coronavirus, they completed 

the walk in November, having covered the 21 miles in four sections. 
They raised over £2,500 for us – huge congratulations to them both 
for the achievement, and we are so grateful for their contribution to 
Embrace’s partners.

ingenious fundraising venture saw participants getting 
step-by-step instructions from Kristee on how to make 
each dish, followed by the fellowship of sharing their 
Middle Eastern-inspired meal together.

‘Thank you for all your support’

Spices for a traditional Lebanese dish

The Life School project teaches 
vocational skills such as hairdressing
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Hope in Action Highlights from our Annual Lecture 

The challenging circumstances that Covid-19 will leave in its 
wake and the ongoing complex realities of the Middle East 
mean the next few years will not be easy. Nevertheless, we 
have ambitious plans. We have just published Embrace’s 
next five-year strategy, Hope in Action, outlining our plans 
to help strengthen and sustain Christian service in the 
Middle East. We face some daunting challenges but with 
your help, we are sure we can achieve our goals.

Our new five-year strategy

We need your help
To fulfil this vision we need your regular support. It is your prayers, generosity, volunteering and campaigning that 
will make all of this possible, providing encouragement in these tough times as well as the means to bring about real 
change. Please join us on this journey and find out more about our five-year strategy at www.embraceme.org/hope

How will we do it?

A record number of people attended this year’s Annual Lecture, which we 
held online for the first time in Embrace history. It was lovely to be joined 
by so many of you, even if we couldn’t meet face-to-face at this time.

Thanks to everyone who logged on and shared the privilege of listening 
to writer and broadcaster John McCarthy in conversation with Elizabeth 
Oldfield, Director of the think tank Theos. The discussion was of John’s 
experiences in the Middle East and his acclaimed 2012 book, You Can’t 
Hide the Sun – A journey through Israel and Palestine. Here are just a few 
highlights from the conversation:

Journeying through Israel 
Palestine with John McCarthy

Elizabeth: You really focus the book 
on the Palestinian citizens of Israel.

John: It’s always West Bank, Gaza, 
the refugees that we hear about 
when we think about the Palestinian 
people of that area and that Israel 
is the Jewish homeland. So the 
fact that 20-25% of the population 
is Arab is a shock, but it shouldn’t 
really be… Many value being there, 
not just because it is their ancestral 
homeland but because it’s a place 
where they’ve been able to study, 
get businesses going etc. But for all 
that, they still so often say, ‘but I feel 
like I’m a guest in my own home’… 
these people are in their home and 
yet they don’t feel welcome. It’s 

an extraordinary and devastating 
situation for them to be in.

Elizabeth: You’re very effective 
at writing about two realities in a 
country that are true at the same time 
and two psychological experiences of 
home.

John: [For the Jewish people] There 
is the sense of wonderful release 
and safety and homecoming but 
the cost of that being that another 
people is pushed out. I did hear 
some extraordinary stories from that 
time… Palestinians who were there 
who’d managed to stay in Israel after 
1948 and therefore weren’t refugees 
but they were internal refugees, 

John McCarthy 

not allowed to return to their own 
villages. They had to start again. 
Those stories were very powerful, 
very haunting, and the memories 
were so sharp.

Elizabeth: You have spent a long time 
in the region… did you come across 
anything that made you hopeful?

John: Just reading the news in the 
last couple of months, in response 
to the global pandemic of Covid… 
there’s been this extraordinary 
coming together of people working 
together to save each other, 
whoever they are, whether they are 
Jewish, Palestinian, Druze… that’s 
cause for optimism.

The Palestinian village of Amra in the Negev is one 
of the many ‘unrecognised’ villages in Israel that 
the Israeli authorities class as illegal settlements.

By improving our partnerships  
and programmes
We will enhance and develop our existing support for  
local Christian social witness in the Middle East by:

•  Supporting short- and medium-term projects that are  
well planned and effective, as well as providing 
emergency funds where needed.

•  Improving the impact of projects through a culture  
of collaboration, learning and development with  
our partners.

•  Helping to nurture a new generation of Christian  
leaders in the Middle East.

By increasing public engagement
We want to grow Embrace’s reach in the UK and attract 
a new generation of supporters who are committed to 
changing lives in the Middle East for the better. We aim to:

•  Boost the voices of our Middle East partners in the UK.

•  Connect with a new generation of supporters and 
encourage them to take positive action in support 
of Middle East Christians serving the marginalised 
and excluded.

•  Improve public understanding of Christians in the 
Middle East and our partners’ work, and to influence 
decision makers in support of their work.

Our goals
In the coming five years, we aim to:

Increase the impact  
of your support
by becoming more efficient 
and effective in the way we 
and our partners work.

Grow our annual  
income by 25%
from £4 million to £5 million, 
so we can fund more life-
changing projects. 

We’ll help our Middle Eastern partners get  their voices heard

Watch the full lecture online 
at www.embraceme.org/
find-out-more 

We’ll fund more life-changing health, education and community 

development projects P
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Sponsor a tree today for just £15 at www.embraceme.org/olivetreeproject

Plant a tree of hope 
in Palestine

Since 1967 Palestinian farmers have seen hundreds of 
thousands of their olive trees uprooted as a result of the 
Israeli occupation. By sponsoring an Olive Tree, you can help 
us plant new trees in Palestine and be part of a peaceful and 
productive response to this injustice. Help the Palestinian 
people maintain their ancient ties to the land and preserve 
their livelihood.

The Olive Tree Project

A sponsored olive tree makes a great gift. You will receive 
one registration card for each tree you sponsor that you 
can pass on as a gift. The person who registers the tree will 
then receive a Planting Certificate along with the story of 
the farmer on whose land the sapling has been planted.

Your present, their future

‘ My church small group bought some 
trees and it’s a joy to feel that we have 
helped make a practical difference.’ Matt


